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The Wise Words
(Of Sen. Fulbright

By Marquis Childs ,

As chairman of the Senate Foreign
.Relations Committee, Sen.J. Willlam °
Fulbright of Arkansas has assumed a |
role of the first importance in shaping
American foreign policy. It iz as a eritic,
detached but also thoroughly informed, !

.

the significance of which is just begin- *
ning to be evident.

In the context of an entirely different
set of circumstances what Fulbright is.’
undertaking has some resemblance to
the great service of the late Sen. Arthur
Vandenberg of Michigan. At the end of
World War 1! Vandenberg renounced
his former isolationism and successfully
brought the Republican party, and with

it g large and stubborn segment of -
“opin}rn, around to the need for America
/to pluy an active and constructive role
in wield leadership. He was one of the.
- chig] instruments in the suecess of the;
MJ bhall Plan which saved Western
E!{' e from communism. )
JHIh, as he believes, American com-’
wliments today extended far beyond |
(v practical limits Fulbright is arguing
ie necd to scale down these commit-
‘Ments to reasonable proportions. What !
“Jie is saying both in public and in pri-
'\ate is that these commitments are (n
! ,many instances self-defeating. Because .
Y/fithey are impossible of fulfiliment over
+ the long pull they are contributing to a
- growing mood of frustration in the |
country, and that frustration threatens
;10 lead either to war or to a new form of
%." the isolationism which Vandenberg be-
A lieved was ended. - '
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" THE memorandum dated Margh 25 on
Cuba, which Senator Fulbright sent to -
President Kennedy two weeks before
the tragic Cuban flasco was lasunched, '
is a model of reasoned statesmanship.
1t was & clear and unmistakable warn-
! b ing that any invasion attempt, whether
failureé or success, would shatter the
i, treaty, system on which the * relation-
“{ ships of the hemigphere are based mdft
 thereby have disastrous political and .
" economic consequences. Success of an'
¥ {nvasion attempt, with the need for the /
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.Y United States to sustain over a long

N ™ period s military dictatorship in Cuba,f

. might be worse than failure, the mem-/

) orandum pointed out. ‘
In a Senate speech last week Ful-:
bright related many of America’s prob-
lems in distant parts of the earth to his:.
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- through quiet persuasiong”
i’ reason, to help bripg abogkone

E Iapproach 1o pollcy-making. “°.~““,‘.‘ ! ‘profound changes ‘such

‘capacity,
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“It may be that the time has come to '
reappraise some of our basic assump-
tions. Throughout much of this century! °
many Americans asgumed-—wrongly-- i
that the transgressions and affronts to|
world order .committed by aggressive

—a—,

that Fulbright.is performing a eervice - forces were none of our business. With. -~ - et

the collapse of that sassumption, a good !
many of us have swung in the ather:

_direction and to the opposite conclusion
_that we can—and should—impose our:

design for living upon the uncertain:
but aspirant societies of the world. This
assumption is also illogical. However
admirable our design may be, it cannot
be imposed.”

This is what Fulbright is saying in a
challenging and forthright fashion as
government witnesses present the case

. for foreign ald in closed committee ses-

sions. Is this essentisl to the nation’s
security? Does it contribute to that
security, or is it a delusion bound to end
in bitterness and perhaps disaster? . .
Lo ] N
THERE are things that can beé done '
with military force in being, Fulbright
is saying. But it is important to under-;
stand the limits of that force. Where
force cannot impose the American de-
sign or even compé€l any meaningful
alleglance to a milltary alliance it {8 . .
wiser to accept the neutral solution. He oiu .,
would apply this concept to much of ¢ ;k‘
Southeast Asla. - N '
The gther day Fulbright sent a mem- , * ~ .
orand\%. to the President on Herlin. He 7
will ndt disyass its ¢antents, since he |
belicves tha jdtuation is so :!3 i!cnte and ..
's decision so dfficult. °
But c:}g d be an impt,)srimt factor

in whatevet’ gecision is takgh. On one™ ~ "7«
side is the fAsheson plan prhylding for
Iess than twa).National

as part of a “obilization” {a
Moscow with JAmerica’s de

Berlin protec the stpiiphil
while porsitlf’ fopening Y
negotiation.
Fulbright's friends sometip
him to take his case more
and dynamically .to the
But that is not his style,

of Vandenberg are
just the nation's power;
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